
The Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA) will convene a one-day workshop on October 
31st, 2018 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick, Rhode Island from 9 am-5 pm. The workshop will have 
two objectives: 

1. To establish consensus on fishing transit lanes on the Vineyard Wind and adjacent lease sites; and 
2. To provide broad-level input to Vineyard Wind regarding potential fisheries mitigation framework 

strategies. 

This facilitated workshop will include representatives from the affected fishing industries, the states of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Vineyard Wind, Ørsted, Deepwater Wind, the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, National Marine Fisheries Service, and others. We urge all interested fishing industry 
participants to attend and provide feedback on these critically important issues. 
 
Background: 
 
The Massachusetts Fisheries Working Group on Offshore Wind has spent considerable time over the past 
several months developing consensus on transit corridors through the wind energy lease sites in federal 
waters off of Massachusetts and Rhode Island that are acceptable to the fishing industry from safety and 
operational perspectives. The Rhode Island Fisheries Advisory Board has also engaged at length on this 
issue. At its meeting on September 20th, the Massachusetts group finalized a document that represented 
broad consensus from fishing industry and other participants. That recommendation is described in the 
following map: 

 
Since then, certain interests have stated that they will not support the recommendation and there is now 
a great deal of uncertainty regarding what transit lanes will ultimately be proposed and approved. 
Therefore, this workshop is intended to consider minor revisions to that recommendation in order to 
achieve certainty surrounding the transit issue, using the MA consensus document as a starting point for 
the discussion. 
 
Additionally, Vineyard Wind is in the process of developing fisheries mitigation recommendations for its 
lease site, which it will finalize in the very near future. This forum will allow an opportunity for the fishing 
industry to provide general input on elements of a successful mitigation plan for Vineyard Wind’s 
consideration 


