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of the ongoing status of offshore development projects to RODA          
members and works to collate input from the fishing industry to           
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her research, Dr. Johnson mentors graduate students and teaches         
graduate and undergraduate courses in marine policy and        
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Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New England Aquarium. His           
research involves collaborations with fishery management      
entities and members of the commercial and recreational fishing         
community, and aims to generate novel biological and ecological         
data that can directly inform marine policy and foster improved          
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Northeast U.S. Continental Shelf, oyster reef restoration and blue         
crab fishery dynamics in Chesapeake Bay, and more recently         
offshore wind effects on finfish populations.  
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As a Senior Policy Advisor with NOAA Fisheries, Candace         
Nachman helps to raise the profile of the important science,          
management, and policy work that is at the core of the NOAA            
Fisheries mission, focusing primarily on offshore energy (including        
offshore wind development) and Arctic issues. 
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As the Assistant Administrator for NOAA Fisheries, Mr. Oliver         
oversees the management and conservation of recreational and        
commercial fisheries including aspects of marine aquaculture, the        
preservation and maintenance of safe sources of seafood, and the          
protection of marine mammals, marine protected species, and        
coastal fisheries habitat within the U.S. exclusive economic zone. 
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is responsible for overseeing data management and analysis in support of the regional fisheries              
monitoring programs, and leading the design and development of information systems that will             
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Carrie Pomeroy is a social scientist whose work addresses the          
social, economic and cultural aspects -- the “human dimensions”         
-- of marine systems as they affect and are affected by           
environmental, socioeconomic and regulatory factors, and its       
application to community planning, resource management, and       
broader decision-making. ​Her current work focuses on ​building        
capacity to address socioeconomic information needs and       
objectives for fisheries management, coordinating ocean space       
use, ensuring a safe and sustainable seafood supply, and adapting          
to climate change​.  
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marine education, coastal communities, aquaculture and fisheries. 
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Dr. David Secor is USM Regents Professor at University of Maryland Center for Environmental              
Science. Dr. Secor's research spans a gamut of species from small forage fishes (menhaden and               
Atlantic mackerel) to large estuarine/coastal predators (striped bass, bluefish, bluefin tuna),           
endangered sturgeons, and his favorite model species, white perch.  
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Affairs in 2011 followed by a Master of Arts in Marine Affairs in             
2016 from the University of Rhode Island. Her master’s work          
focused on commercial fishermen’s job satisfaction, resilience       
and perceived ability to adapt to management changes in New          
England fishing ports. 
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Fisheries Science and Government Relations at Sea Watch        
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management process for the Domestic Offshore Clam industry. He         
serves on the Board of Directors of the National Fisheries Institute           
and is also the Chairman of the NFI Clam Committee.  
 
 

 
Ian Slayton  

Physical Scientist​, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management  
 

Ian is a Physical Scientist at the Bureau of Ocean Energy           
Management.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/taxonomy/term/1000001071


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Thomas Sproul 

Associate Professor​, University of Rhode Island 
 

Dr. Thomas Sproul’s research background is in Agricultural and 
Resource Economics, with a focus on risk modeling, insurance 

and risk management.At the University of Rhode Island, he 
shares his perspectives on offshore wind energy, and how 

resource economics research can help us understand the benefits 
and tradeoffs of developing wind farms.   
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Erica is currently a bioacoustician at the Bureau of Ocean          
Energy Management. She serves as a liason between the         
scientific community, lawmakers, and industry representatives,      
helping to understand the issues and implement policy dealing         
with the effects of anthropogenic noise on marine life. 
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Dr. Kevin Stokesbury is a Professor of fisheries oceanography at          
UMass Dartmouth's School for Marine Science & Technology.        
His groundbreaking research using advanced underwater video       
technology has been pivotal in the revival of the scallop industry.           

 



 

The technology, developed by him and his team of researchers at SMAST,            
counts and identifies fish while underwater, helping protect specific         
breeds. 
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Eric's research has primarily focused on the role and         
contribution of economic analysis in fishery management policy        
and regulatory design. Eric was the Program Lead for         
commercial fisheries economics at the Office of Science and         
Technology from 2011-2015 before becoming Chief of the        
Social Sciences Branch at the Northeast Fisheries Science        
Center in 2016. 
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Maine, where she coordinates government and regulatory affairs        
for commercial fishing operations. Mary Beth is also a member of           
the New England Fishery Management Council. 
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Sofie has a BA and MA in Natural Science from Cambridge University, UK and a PhD in                 
Zoology from Aberdeen University, UK. She worked as a postdoctoral scientist at James Cook              
University, Australia, the Norwegian Polar Institute in Norway, and Cornell University, USA            
before starting the ​passive acoustic research group ​at the Northeast Fisheries Science Center in              
2006. 
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Dr. Francisco (Cisco) Werner is the Director of Scientific         
Programs and Chief Science Advisor for NOAA Fisheries. Cisco         
leads NOAA Fisheries' efforts to provide the science needed to          
support sustainable fisheries and ecosystems and to continue our         
nation's progress in ending overfishing, rebuilding fish       
populations, saving critical species, and preserving vital habitats.  
 

 
 

 
Dara Wilber, PhD 

Senior Scientist​, INSPIRE Environmental 
 
Dara is a fisheries ecologist who regularly works with INSPIRE          
to evaluate the biological impacts of seafloor disturbances. She         
plans and implements fish habitat assessments and develops        
monitoring protocols. Dara has close to 30 years of experience          
and has worked on a variety of projects spanning from beach           
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