
November 18, 2022
Dr. Scott Doney
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
1650 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20504

Re: Notice of Request for Information regarding Ocean Climate Action Plan

Dear Dr. Doney,

We, the undersigned, are domestic seafood harvesters and shoreside businesses or associations
dependent on products harvested by our fishermen and women. We appreciate the opportunity to offer
the following comments on the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and the Council on
Environmental Quality Request for Information to inform development of the Ocean Climate Action
Plan (OCAP).1 Our activities, which are integral to the nation’s food security, require access to the
nation’s ocean and coastal waters. We have also achieved significant gains in ocean ecosystem and
climate understanding through our work as scientific partners on a variety of research projects and are
strongly committed to these efforts. We support and endorse the comment letter submitted by the
Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA). In particular, we offer the following
recommendations to OSTP:

● Seize this opportunity to explicitly prioritize inclusion of fishermen’s important knowledge and
perspectives, which have for too long been absent from executive-level ocean policies, and
require this of all Agencies participating in the development of the OCAP;

● Convene a meeting or summit on how to best integrate fishing knowledge into
Administration-level activities, with national seafood industry participation;

● Establish dedicated funding to develop and integrate Fisheries Ecological Knowledge into U.S.
climate policy, including substantial investments in cooperative research;

● Formally include “Fishing Communities” in the broader definition of underserved communities
as it relates to ocean-based climate solutions;

● Include the following statement in the OCAP, “The commercial fishing industry is integral to the
nation’s food security, culture, and history, and an important economic driver for many ports and
harbors across the U.S. Ocean-based climate solutions shall prioritize avoiding adverse impacts
to the fishing industry”;

● Encourage federal agencies to identify, quantify and qualify all known costs and benefits of
potential ocean-based climate solutions before decisions and/or significant investments are made,
so that we collectively maximize the utility and conservation of our nation’s marine resources;

● Enhance coordination among state and federal agencies surrounding scientific efforts to address
the impacts of offshore developments to living marine resources, habitats, and the ecosystem;

● Explore strategies to determine how the costs and impacts resulting from ocean-based climate
solutions may be shared equitably, in addition to asking how the benefits of ocean-based climate
solutions can be shared equitably; and

● Prioritize collaborations to consider and implement ocean-based climate solutions that protect
U.S. food security while maintaining our ability to provide a low climate impact source of
protein to achieve win-win scenarios.

1 87 Fed. Reg. 60228 (Oct 4, 2022).



Terry Alexander
F/V Jocka
Maine

Katie Almeida
The Town Dock
Rhode Island

J.J. Bartlett
Fishing Partnership Support Services
Massachusetts

Dale Beasley
Coalition of Coastal Fisheries
Columbia River Crab Fisherman’s Association
Washington

Bonnie Brady
Long Island Commercial Fishing Association
New York

Susan Chambers
Southern Oregon Ocean Resource Coalition
Oregon

Albert Cottone
Gloucester Fisheries Commission
Massachusetts

Jennifer Custer
F/V Miss Kathleen
Washington

Thomas Dameron
Surfside Foods, LLC
New Jersey

Mark DeCristoforo
Massachusetts Seafood Collaborative
Massachusetts

Mark Fina
California Wetfish Producers Association
California

David Frulla
Fisheries Survival Fund
District of Columbia (Maine to North Carolina)

Ellen and David Goethel
F/V Ellen Diane
New Hampshire

Todd Goodell & Susan McHugh
F/V Kingfisher
Massachusetts

Dick Grachek & Jean Peterson
RiverCenter Marine LLC
F/V Anne Kathryn
Connecticut, Rhode Island

Eric Hansen
Hansen Scalloping, Inc.
Massachusetts

John Haran
Northeast Fisheries Sectors X and XIII
Massachusetts

Corey Harris
American Seafood, Inc.
F/V Bulldog
New York

Jim Kendall
New Bedford Seafood Consulting
Massachusetts

Michael Kohan
Sitka Salmon Shares
Wisconsin, Alaska

Meghan Lapp
Seafreeze Ltd.
Seafreeze Shoreside
Rhode Island

Rex Leach
F/V Ms. Julie
F/V Texas Lady
Oregon

Julie Lofstad
F/V Julie Rae, Inc.
New York



Scot Mackey
Garden State Seafood Association
New Jersey

Heather Mann
Midwater Trawlers Cooperative
Oregon, Washington, California, Alaska

Sam Martin
Atlantic Capes Fisheries
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maryland,
Rhode Island

Fred Mattera
Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island
Rhode Island

Richard Nelson
Commercial Fisherman, Retired
Maine

Tim Novotny
Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission
Oregon

Yelena Nowak
Oregon Trawl Commission
Oregon

Jackie Odell
Northeast Seafood Coalition
Massachusetts

Richard Ogg
F/V Karen Jeanne
California

Michael Okoniewski & Greg Shaughnessy
West Coast Pelagic Conservation Group
Washington, Oregon, California

Brent Paine
United Catcher Boats
Washington, California, Oregon

Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild
Empire Fisheries
Connecticut

Wayne Reichle
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
Cape Clam, Inc.
Cape May Ice Co., Inc.
Cape Trawlers, Inc.
Cumberland Freezers, L.L.C.
Dorothy May, L.L.C.
Elise G, L.L.C.
Evening Star LLC
F/V Charisma LLC
F/V Gannett LLC
Golden Nuggett, L.L.C.
Illex One, L.L.C.
Loper-Bright Enterprises Inc.
Lund-Marr Trawlers, L.L.C.
Lund’s Export Sales Co., Inc.
Miss Madeline, LLC
Mnt. Vernon, LLC
Nancy Elizabeth, LLC
993 Ocean Drive, LLC
Ocean Leader LLC
Shakari, LLC
Scombrus One, LLC
Squid Light, LLC
Top Fish, LLC
Western Explorer, LLC
WIFTEK, L.L.C.
Windy Jane, LLC
Oxnard Unloading Serv LLC
Port Hueneme Inc, LLC
Sun Coast Calamari, Inc.
New Jersey, Massachusetts, California

Monte Rhome
Intershell International
Massachusetts

Angela Sanfilippo
Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership, Inc.
Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association
Massachusetts

Steve Scheiblauer
Alliance of Communities for Sustainable
Fisheries
California



Sarah Schumann
Shining Seas Consulting
Rhode Island

Jon and Karie Silva
F/V Jeanette Marrie, Inc.
Oregon

Glen Spain
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s
Associations
Institute for Fisheries Resources
California, Oregon, Washington

Lori Steele
West Coast Seafood Processors Association
Oregon, Washington, California

Stephanie Sykes
Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance
Massachusetts

Tim Thomas
American Albacore Fishing Association
California, Oregon

Andrea S. Tomlinson
New England Young Fishermen's Alliance
New Hampshire


